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How to Run for Local 
School Council in 
2022 by Former Community 

Representative at Senn 
High School and twice 
elected Community 
Representative at Disney 
Magnet Elementary, 
Daniel Steven Kleinman
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This belongs to:

_______________________________________________________________________


Candidate for:


_______________________________________________________________________
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What is a Local 
School Council?

A Local School Council (LSC) is the governing body of a public school in 
the City of Chicago. LSCs exercise oversight on a school’s budget, funds 
and resources, the annual School Improvement Plan, and the evaluation 
of the school’s principal. By Illinois state law, every CPS school has a 
LSC, with very few exceptions.  Each school may set their own oversight 
rules, such as allowing the Principal access to funds or similar limitations.
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A LSC consists of the school’s principal, 
six parents of students who attend the 
school, two community members who 
reside within the attendance area of the 
school, two teachers, one non-teacher 
staff member, and, in the case of high 
schools, one student. 

The 
composition

The district provided Office of 
Local School Council Relations 
often supplies guidance of 
forms and processes.   

773-553-1400 
Garfield Park Office 
2651 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60612 
https://www.cps.edu/about/local-
school-councils/
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Local School Councils can carry direct 
import on a school’s capabilities.  Each 
school may set their own oversight rules, 
such as allowing the Principal access or 
limitation to discretionary funds.  Local 
School Councils even in advise on policies 
like school uniforms and, curricula, and text 
book, and technology purchases.

The powers, 
the duties.

A Local School Council can help a great 
principal and administration by enabling 
their abilities in leadership, such as 
allowing them to purchase newly designed 
school spirit merchandise for a student fair 
or professional development materials for 
teachers. 

The opposite can also be true, as a Local 
School Council may need to assert itself 
over a principal through its vote. 

Local School Councils carry their weight of 
their elected voice, too.  They may choose 
to pass public resolutions or internal 
bylaws that speak to their shared values.

5



Version 1

English: 
https://www.cps.edu/
globalassets/cps-pages/
about-cps/local-school-
councils-lscs/
lsc_referenceguide_english_20
18-2020_092320.pdf

Official 
Resources

Spanish: 
https://www.cps.edu/
globalassets/cps-pages/
about-cps/local-school-
councils-lscs/
lsc_referenceguide_spanish_2
018-2020_092320.pdf
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The Local School Council is the governing 
body of a public school in the City of Chicago.  
This means that while the Local School 
Council does not engage in the everyday 
operations of the school, the Local School 
Council, when working as a team, can provide 
leadership and direction to help make 
operations even better for the community, the 
school, and ultimately, the students.

First Step: 
Should you run?

Every parent, teacher, school 
staff member, and local 
community resident who has 
the passion and commitment 
to work with others to make 
their local public school a 
better public school should 
consider running for their 
Local School Council. 

Schools are investments that 
communities make together.
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Before going forward, examine your 
reasons why you are considering 
running for Local School Council.  
Complete five of these sentences 
as either a Parent, Teacher, a Staff 
Member, or Community Member.

What are your 
reasons?

I am running for Local School Council because I 
will ___________________________________________. 

I am running for Local School Council because I 
will ___________________________________________. 

I am running for Local School Council because I 
will ___________________________________________. 

I am running for Local School Council because I 
will ___________________________________________. 

I am running for Local School Council because I 
will ____________________________________________. 
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Share your list with future voters whom you 
already know.  Circle the top three items that 
your voters most agree with and listen to 
that input. 

If you do not feel passionate toward the 
feedback you receive, consider your reasons 
for wanting to run for the seat.

Listen to your 
top three.

Name of Voter: _________________________________ 
Phone of Voter: _________________________________ 
Voter’s Favorite sentence: _______________________ 
________________________________________________. 
Name of Voter: _________________________________ 
Phone of Voter: _________________________________ 
Voter’s Favorite sentence: _______________________ 
________________________________________________. 
Name of Voter: _________________________________ 
Phone of Voter: _________________________________ 
Voter’s Favorite sentence: _______________________ 
________________________________________________. 
Name of Voter: _________________________________ 
Phone of Voter: _________________________________ 
Voter’s Favorite sentence: _______________________ 
________________________________________________. 
Name of Voter: _________________________________ 
Phone of Voter: _________________________________ 
Voter’s Favorite sentence: _______________________ 
________________________________________________.
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Democracy relies on those who can show 
up. So a serious thing to consider is your 
time availability.  Many Local School 
Councils meet at evening times during the 
week.  Some try to meet right after school, 
while others prefer later.  The use of virtual 
conferencing has made more scheduling 
opportunities available, as well. 

Double Step: 
Mind the Time.

The Local School Council will meet 
monthly (with 1 month off, often 
taken during the summer break) and 
it may have to meet more frequently 
depending on pressing issues. 

Some meetings take 20 minutes while 
other meetings, such as the State of 
the School Address, with a question 
and answers session, or annual 
Principal reviews or interviews, or 
contentious school matters, may take 
up to 3 hours.  You should be sure you 
will be able to commit that time.
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Examine your calendar.  Look at all of 
your weekly evening times.  What are 
your weekly engagements?  Are they 
consistently at the same time or do 
they rotate?  Local School Councils 
often meet on a regular schedule, like 
5PM every first Tuesday of the month.

Look at your 
calendar.

While the session time and 
date is agreed upon by the 
elected members themselves, 
if upon examining your 
weekly schedule session you 
cannot find 3 different hour-
long options for times that 
could work for you, consider 
whether or not you are too 
busy for this volunteer 
activity.
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Use the next worksheet to identify the 
times you will be able to suggest and 
agree to for your regular meetings.  This 
is a serious commitment.  You are 
taking a responsibility to care for your 
school.  If your schedule can not allow, 
consider allowing someone else to fill it.

Plan to plan 
ahead.

Make sure you can find at last 3 time 
options as to meet once per month or 
urgently, as the possible needs of your 
commitment.  Put “none,” when blank.  

Mondays : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________. 

Tuesdays : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________. 

Wednesd : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________. 

Thursday : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________. 

Fridays    : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________. 

Additional : 1. _________.  2. ________ 3. _________.
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Memorize.

Speak in the mirror.  Smile. 

Practice slowly and clearly.  
Stand straight.

Next, 
Remember, 
Talk the Talk.

Hi!  My name is ________, 
and I am running for Local 
School Council at our school 
because _ (your reasons from 
earlier) _____________.


If you share this passion, Can 

I count on your vote?

13



Version 1

Take some time to learn whether or not your voters 
share your interests.  They are your voters.  Their 
opinion to allow you to act matters more than your 
opinion to act if never enable to act up on it. 

Take time to Poll, and 
Listen,
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Friends can help with graphic designs, print 
flyers, or create materials for social media.

Design and print
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Even those who say they 
will vote for you will still 
need a friendly reminder 
come election day.  Be 
sure to keep track of 
who is saying “yes.”

Keep track. Supporters:

Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________
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Supporters:

Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________
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Supporters:

Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________
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Supporters:

Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________
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Supporters:

Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________


Name: _________________

Phone: ________________

Will help: ______________
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Pro Tips: 
Be ready to reach all of your 
supporters on election day.  Who 
knows how many of your supporters 
will remember to vote without a 
reminder?  If you need help re-
contacting your whole list, recruit a 
family member, friend, or supporter 
to help.

Keeping track.
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Local School Council 
elections’ turnout can range 
between less than 20 votes to 
over 200 votes.


With these turnouts, every vote 
counts.

Use this interactive map for 
past results: 

https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/
Map-LSCElection/

https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/Map-LSCElection/
https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/Map-LSCElection/
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You can’t win if you don’t file.

Forms, forms, forms.
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Criminal Conviction Disclosure: 
“…may serve provided they… have 
cleared a criminal background 
investigation which indicates they 
have not been convicted of crimes 
enumerated in Section 34-2.1(f-5) of 
the Illinois School Code which would 
render them ineligible to serve.”


Fine print: “Persons who have been elected to serve on a Local 
School Council may serve for the length of the term provided that 
they file a truthful Criminal Conviction Disclosure Form pursuant 
to Section 34-2.1(f) of the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 
5/34-2.1(f)), and have cleared a criminal background investigation 
which indicates that they have not been convicted of crimes 
enumerated in Section 34-2.1(f-5) of the Illinois School Code for 
which a person is either permanently ineligible for election to or 
service on a Local School Council or ineligible for a period of ten 
(10) years after conviction.”

A statement of economic interest:  
A candidate cannot stand to profit from their 
involvement. 

●  Any business entity in which such person has an 
ownership interest doing business with the Board 

●  Any contract with the Board, any Local School 
Council 

● Any contract with any public school in the school 
district
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A very helpful, albeit 
somewhat out-dated 
resource is found at: 
https://www.cps.edu/
about/local-school-
councils/

SAMPLES
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SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES.
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SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES. SAMPLES.
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In 2020… the period 
to file was 3 
months, ending in 
early March…

Timeline
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In 2020… the public 
candidate forum 
was at the end of 
March… (practice!)

Timeline
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In 2020… the 
election occurred 
one month later, at 
the end of April 
(campaign!)…

Timeline
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Daniel’s quote* 

“So here is the thing about your votes earned on election day:  You need to be 
a top vote getter in your category.  There are ways to coordinate between 
candidates to support each other because voters can actually cast more than 
one vote across categories that apply to them.


For example, I have heard it done that a parent may split their vote (their five 
votes for parent representatives) by casting one to a community representative 
in their count (then only choosing their top four parent candidates).


“At the end of election day, you best help your coalition by winning, so 
even still, your goal should be to get the most votes in your category. 
…Don’t not vote for yourself.…”

And the count is…!
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Know the job you 
are trying to get.

*Pro-Pre-Step.
Look up the next Local 
School Council meeting 
time and agenda of the 
CPS School you are 
considering running for and 
be sure you are attending 
their upcoming meetings.  
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Looking forward,


Daniel Steven Kleinman
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Updates will be posted at 

www.danielkleinman.org/lsc
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